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2017 LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY
Montana’s every-other-year, 90-

day legislative session is always a 

wild ride for MEA-MFT. 

We knew going into the 2017 

session that it would have its own 

special blend of dificulties. 
Montana began the session with 

a budget crisis caused by a serious 

dip in tax revenues. The state end-

ing fund balance dropped from 

$354 million after the 2015 session 

to $110 million as the 2017 session 

began.

As a result, the governor’s ofice 
proposed an austere state budget. 

Legislative budget committees pro-

posed even deeper cuts. 

Despite the odds, MEA-MFT man-

aged to hold the line on most of our 

members’ priorities and even make 

some gains. Some highlights:

STATE PAY PLAN: Once again, 

the Republican House failed to pass 

HB 13, the state employee pay plan 

bargained between MEA-MFT and 

our fellow state employee unions 

with the governor’s ofice.
However, bill sponsor Mofie Funk 

(D-Helena), MEA-MFT, and MPEA 

persisted, working with reasonable 

Republican legislators to get an al-

tered version of the pay plan passed 

in SB 294. State employees will re-

ceive 1% base pay increases in 2018 

and 2019. The Montana University 

System will receive increased fund-

ing of the state’s share (about $2.6 

million) of faculty and staff pay.  

K-12 FUNDING: Montana’s public 

schools faced cuts of about $42 mil-

lion early in the session. 

Worse yet, plans called for cutting 

into key pillars of the school funding 

formula, thus making permanent 

cuts in school districts’ budget au-

thority (their ability to spend dollars 

on children’s education).

MEA-MFT worked closely with our 

allies in the Montana Public Educa-

tion Center (MT PEC) to protect the 

school funding formula and k-12 

districts’ budget authority. 

We succeeded. We avoided cuts 

to school districts’ budget authority. 

We gained inlationary increases on 
all school formula elements (includ-

ing special education for the irst 
time). 

We also got SB 115 passed, 

helping address recruitment and 

retention of teachers through annual 

stipends for National Board Certiied 
teachers. We gained a new state/lo-

cal partnership solution to school fa-

cility maintenance. And we defeated 

every school privatization bill.

HIGHER EDUCATION: We suc-

ceeded in restoring half of the pro-

posed cuts to higher education. The 

Montana University System still faces 

problems, however. 

The legislature passed SB 85, put-

ting the 6-mill levy on the November 

2018 ballot. State law requires that 

voters renew this tax every 10 years 

via voter referendum. The levy sup-

plies about $21 million annually for 

higher education funding. MEA-MFT 

and MPEA will work hard to get it 

passed.

INFRASTRUCTURE: In a sad 

rehash of the 2015 session, infra-

structure/bonding bills, so desper-

ately needed in communities all over 

Montana, were stopped by a few 

Republican legislators. 

Multiple bills were proposed 

to create thousands of good jobs 

while ixing our schools, caring for 
our veterans, cleaning up our water 

and sewer systems, expanding our 

Historical Society, and more. 

All infrastructure bills and all at-

tempts to increase revenue died but 

one: the legislature passed a gas tax 

increase to fund road construction. 

PUBLIC PRESCHOOL: The legis-

lature passed the governor’s plan to 

fund pilot pre-school programs. 

TRIGGERS: With state revenues 

in lux, the legislature added a new 
twist to the state’s two-year budget: 
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“Trigger language” could add or cut 

dollars depending on how much tax 

revenue comes in during the next 

year. If triggers are met, some of the 

cuts called for would be extremely 

harmful to state agencies and MEA-

MFT members. MEA-MFT is working 

with the governor’s ofice to mitigate 
the impact of these cuts should they 

happen. 

MEA-MFT VOTING RECORD

OUR THANKS to the thousands 

of MEA-MFT members statewide 

who called and e-mailed legislators 

on bills! It made all the difference.

Voting record begins below.

Description of House Bills: 
HB 13 Mofie Funk (D-Helena): State 
employee pay plan.

MEA-MFT Position: Support.

Vote(s) Recorded: Failed House mo-

tion to “blast” out of committee. 

Appropriated $16.7 million over the 

biennium to increase state employee 

pay 1% each year. Once again, for 

the 4th consecutive legislative ses-

sion, the Republican House majority 

failed to pass the pay plan state 

employee unions bargained in good 

faith with the governor.

Status: Failed in the House.

HB 239 Bill Harris (R-Mosby): In-

come tax credits for employers.

MEA-MFT Position: Oppose. 

Vote(s) Recorded: 3rd Reading in 

the House and motion to suspend 

the rules in the Senate.

Created an individual and corporate 

income tax credit for employers to 

help pay a student’s higher educa-

tion expenses. One of several bad 

tax credit proposals we have op-

posed over the last 25 years that 

challenge our constitution’s prohibi-

tion against direct and INDIRECT tax-

payer funding of sectarian education 

at any level, k–graduate school.  

Status: Passed House, failed Senate 

2/3ds vote to suspend the rules to 

accept late bill for transmittal. 

HB 280 Randy Brodehl (R-Kalispell): 

Allow legislators to carry concealed 

handguns on state property.

MEA-MFT Position: Oppose.

Vote(s) Recorded: House Confer-

ence Committee Report and Senate 

Conference Report.

Authorized legislators to carry hand-

guns on state property including our 

state Capitol. Ridiculous. 

Status: Vetoed by the Governor. 

HB 385 Seth Berglee (R-Joliet): 

Montana School “Safety” Act.

MEA-MFT Position: Oppose.

Vote(s) Recorded: 2nd Reading 

House.

Authorized school district employ-

ees with concealed weapon permits 

to carry concealed handguns in 

public schools. MEA-MFT opposes 

legislation that would dangerously 

weaponize our public schools. 

Status: Failed in the House. 

HB 387 Kirk Wagoner (R-Boulder): 

12-bed intensive behavioral center.

MEA-MFT Position: Support.

Vote(s) Recorded: House Free 

Conference Committee Report and 

Senate Free Conference Committee 

Report.

Establishes a 12-bed intensive 

behavioral center and delays closure 

of the Montana Developmental 

Center for two more years. Helps 

partly clean up the mess the 2015 

legislature created when it directed 

MDC to close. 

Status: Signed by the Governor.

HB 473 Frank Garner (R-Kalispell): 

Revise highway revenue laws.

MEA-MFT Position: Support.

Vote(s) Recorded: House Concurred 

with Senate Amendments and 3rd 

Reading Senate.

Incrementally increases Montana 

motor fuels tax 6 cents (2 cents for 

diesel) over the next 6 years to gen-

erate 7x more in matching federal 

dollars for local and state bridge and 

road construction. Only new infra-

structure bill to pass the session. It 

will help Montana build and rebuild 

vital infrastructure and put people to 

work at good paying jobs. 

Status: Signed by the Governor. 

HB 647 Don Jones (R-Billings): K-12 

education funding.

MEA-MFT Position: Support.

Vote(s) Recorded: House Con-

curred with Senate Amendments & 

3rd Reading Senate.

Eliminates the natural resources 

development k-12 funding payment; 

eliminates school district general 

fund block grants, and increases 

the guaranteed tax base aid (GTB) 

over time; revises excess oil and gas 

production taxes to school districts 

to be distributed to the state special 

revenue guarantee account; increas-

es funding for k-12 career and tech-

nical education; creates a natural 

resources development k-12 facili-

ties payment; creates a coal-ired 
generating unit mitigation block 

grant; and transfers funds for higher 

education. Reduces state general 

fund expenditures by $44.7 million 

in FY 2018 and by $9.2 million in FY 

2019. Notices community colleges 

that they must at least maintain 200 

full time equivalent enrollments. 

Status: Signed by the Governor. 

HB 660 Jenny Eck (D-Helena): 

Revise lodging facility use tax to 

construct Montana Heritage Center.

MEA-MFT Position: Support.
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Vote(s) Recorded 2nd Reading 

House. 

Increased bed tax .5% from 3% 

to 3.5% to fund construction of 

Montana Heritage Center. Montana 

desperately needs to build a proper 

place to preserve, study, and exhibit 

our history. 

Status: Died in process. 

Description of Senate Bills
SB 85 Mary Moe (D-Great Falls):  

Submit 6-mill levy for Montana Uni-

versity System (MUS) to voters.

MEA-MFT Position: Support.

Vote(s) Recorded: 3rd Reading 

House & 3rd Reading Senate.

Decennial bill necessary to place the 

MUS 6-mill levy on the 2018 general 

election ballot. 6-mill levy provides 

critical funding to the MUS: $21 mil-

lion per year. 

Status: Passed. 

SB 115 Mary Moe (D-Great Falls): 

Revise stipends for National Board 

Certiied teachers.
MEA-MFT Position: Support.

Vote(s) Recorded: 3rd Reading 

House & 3rd Reading Senate.

Provides irst-time-ever ongoing 
state-funded stipends for National 

Board Certiied teachers. Incentivizes 
local school communities to bar-

gain same. MEA-MFT sponsors the 

National Board Certiication process 
through our Montana Professional 

Teaching Foundation.

Status: Signed by the Governor.

SB 143 Mike Lang (R-Malta): Revise 

retiree return-to-work provisions in 

Teachers’ Retirement System.

MEA-MFT Position: Oppose.

Vote(s) Recorded: House Free Con-

ference Committee Report & Senate 

Free Conference Committee Report.

Amended an already too-permissive 

existing law that permits a retired 

educator (teacher or administrator) 

under certain circumstances to be 

reemployed at full salary and con-

tinue to draw retirement beneits 
without penalty. This blatant double-

dipping proposal represented a po-

tential long-term threat to our efforts 

to amortize and save the Montana 

Teachers’ Retirement System.

Status: Vetoed by the Governor.

SB 260 Llew Jones (R-Conrad): 

School facilities subtrust within coal 

tax trust fund. 

MEA-MFT Position: Support.

Vote(s) Recorded: 3rd Reading 

House & 3rd Reading Senate.

Creates irst-time-ever local public 
school facilities maintenance and 

repair fund within the coal severance 

tax trust fund. Huge step forward but 

will take time to grow into a signii-

cant school facility funding source. 

Companion bill to SB 307. 

Status: Signed by the Governor. 

 

SB 294 Steve Fitzpatrick (R-Great 

Falls): Revise laws related to state 

government pay plans.

MEA-MFT Position: Support.

Vote(s) Recorded: House Adopted 

Free Conference Committee Report 

and Senate Adopted Free Confer-

ence Report.

Revises statutes governing state 

employee pay and increases state 

employee base pay 1% February 15 

each year of the coming biennium. 

Montana University System receives 

increased state funding of the state’s 

share (approximately $2.6 million) of 

faculty and staff pay going forward. 

MUS also receives $2 million more to 

incentivize employee retirements. 

Status: Signed by the Governor.

SB 307 Llew Jones (R-Conrad): 

Revise k-12 school funding laws to 

address facilities.

MEA-MFT Position: Support.

Vote(s) Recorded: House Con-

curred with Governor’s Amend-

ments and Senate Concurred with 

Governor’s Amendments.

Revises school funding laws to ad-

dress facilities. Terminates ineffective 

unfunded quality schools facility 

program. Creates an additional local 

school district permissive levy op-

portunity. Companion bill to SB 260.

Status: Signed by the Governor.

SB 352 Al Olsewski (R-Kalispell): 

Referendum on prohibition of ballot 

collection by certain individuals.

MEA-MFT Position: Oppose.

Vote(s) Recorded: 3rd Reading 

House & 3rd Reading Senate.

Legislative referendum restricting 

3d party ballot collection. Little more 

than a voter suppression proposal 

purposefully crafted to avoid a 

gubernatorial veto. Will be on the 

2018 November general election 

ballot. Legal challenge possible 

before or after the election.

Status: Passed. Filed with the Secre-

tary of State. 

SB 367: Eric Moore (R-Miles City): 

Revise infrastructure funding laws.

MEA-MFT Position: Support.

Vote(s) Recorded: 3rd Reading 

House and 3rd Reading Senate.

Authorized bonding to build infra-

structure including Southwestern 

MT Veterans Home, MT University 

System Romney Hall, dental hygiene 

facility construction at College of 

Great Falls, MSU Billings Tech ad-

dition, and $16 million for quality 

school facility grants across the state. 

The House of Representatives has 

now twice failed to authorize bond-

ing to build infrastructure and twice 

failed to fund the quality school 

facility program. 

Status: Died in process. Failed to get 

two-thirds vote in the House.

Votes begin on p. 5
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