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How did your legislators do on our issues in 

the 2011 legislative session? The MEA-MFT 

voting record tells all. Votes begin on page 6.

Voting record guide
HB = House Bill     SB = Senate Bill

R =  Right vote according to MEA-MFT position

W =  Wrong vote according to MEA-MFT position

A =  Absent (did not vote) counts as wrong vote

E =  Excused absence counts for nothing

HB 2 (McNutt) State Budget. HB 2 is the 

legislature’s primary appropriation or funding 

bill. HB 2 passed out of  committee with sig-

niicant shortfalls compared to the governor’s 
proposed budget. K-12, higher education, and 

public services were woefully underfunded. 

House and Senate Democrats made several at-

tempts to amend necessary funds back into HB 

2 to bring the bill up to the levels the governor 

recommended. Most attempts failed. A small 

number passed. Below is a representative record 

of  those attempts. 

HB 2 Amendments, sponsor and purpose:

House amendments
Barrett – Added $8,006,493 to fund pres-

ent law adjustment to the Montana University 

System recommended by the governor. 

MEA-MFT position: Support

Vote: House – failed 33-66

Belcourt – Retained state funding for the 

Montana State Veterans home, killing a move to 

privatize the facility. 

MEA-MFT position: Support

Vote: House - passed 59-41

Price – Added a measly $27,000 to fully fund 

the one-time-only $3000 stipend paid to teach-

ers who earn National Board Certiication from 
the National Board for Professional Teaching 

Standards.

MEA-MFT position: Support

Vote: House – failed 32-67

Senate amendments
Facey – Added a measly $27,000 to fully fund 

the one-time-only $3000 stipend paid to teach-

ers who earn National Board Certiication from 

the National Board for Professional Teaching 

Standards.

MEA-MFT position: Support

Vote: Senate – failed 23-27

Branae – Increased k-12 base aid and pro-

vided for an inlationary increase for special 
education.

MEA-MFT position: Support

Vote: Senate – Failed 23-27

Gillan – Provided $15 million in additional 

funding to the Montana University System in-

tended for distribution directly to the campuses.

MEA-MFT position: Support

Vote: Senate – failed 22-28 

HB 13 (Hiner) State pay plan. HB 13 is the 

state employee pay plan MEA-MFT and other 

state employee unions negotiate with the gover-

nor that the legislature must ratify. After a two-

year pay freeze, HB 13 provided a modest pay 

increase to state employees of  1% in FY12 and 

3% in FY13. Unfortunately, for the irst time in 
history, the House refused to pass a negotiated 

pay plan. Below is a record of  a failed attempt 

to blast the bill from the House Appropriations 

Committee to the House loor, also a record of  
the inal second reading loor vote that killed 
the bill. 

MEA-MFT position: Support

Votes: Motion to blast off  the table House – 

failed 39-54, 2nd reading House – failed 42-58

Status: Died in the House

MEA-MFT 2011 Legislative Voting Record

Butte MEA-MFT member 
Amanda Curtis and her 
husband, Kevin, lead the 
crowd in union songs at 
the No Fooling With Our 
Future Rally April 1.

Sound advice from April 
1 rally participants: Let’s 
never have another 
legislature like this one.
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HB 189 (Dick Barrett) Fund TRS and pro-

vide professional retirement option. HB 189 

reduced the unfunded liability in the Teachers 

Retirement System and fully funded an enhanced 

retirement beneit for new hires who teach 30 
years or more.

MEA-MFT position: Support

Vote: 2nd reading House – failed 47-51

Status:  Died in the House

HB 431 (Regier) Eliminate Election Day 

holiday for state employees. HB 431 eliminated 

general election day as a holiday and provided no 

replacement holiday.                                         

MEA-MFT position: Oppose

Votes: 3rd reading House – passed 63-35 

2nd reading Senate – failed 22-26

Status: Died in the Senate

HB 439 (Hollenbaugh) Bonding bill. HB 439 

bonded new and reconstruction projects around 

the state, especially at various units of  the Mon-

tana University System and Montana Historical 

Society, creating many jobs statewide.

MEA-MFT position: Support

Votes: 3rd reading House – failed 60-39

3rd reading Senate – passed 36-14 (Passage 

requires 2/3 vote of  each chamber.)

Status: Died in the House

HB 603 (Blasdel) Create publicly funded 

private charter schools. HB 603 created private 

charter schools with no accountability to local 

school boards and Montana Board of  Public 

Education. These schools may or may not have 

employed licensed professional educators. 

MEA-MFT position: Oppose

Vote: 3rd Reading House – passed 59-42

Status: Died in Senate Education

HB 632 (Janna Taylor) Pay down unfunded 

liabilities in various public retirement plans. 

HB 632 dedicated coal tax revenues to reduce 

unfunded liabilities in various public retirement 

systems. 

MEA-MFT position: Support

Votes: 3rd reading House – passed 56-42 

2nd reading Senate – failed 22-26

Status: Died in the Senate

SB 54 (Balyeat) Create hybrid retirement 

plan in Teachers Retirement System. SB 54 

abandoned the traditional TRS deined beneit 
retirement plan and created a hybrid retirement 

plan for new hires only. 

MEA-MFT position: Oppose

Votes: 3rd reading House – passed 54-35

3rd reading Senate – passed 27-22

Status: Vetoed by the governor 

SB 113 (Jent) Utilize excess school district re-

tirement funds to reduce unfunded liabilities 

in TRS and PERS. SB 113 capped school district 

employee retirement reserves at 20% and swept 

$13 million one-time-only into TRS and PERS 

to reduce unfunded liabilities.

MEA-MFT position: Support

Vote: 3rd reading Senate – passed 44-6

Status: Died in House State Administration

SB 129 (Lewis) Cap state employee pay and 

beneits. SB 129 capped state employee pay and 

health insurance beneits.
MEA-MFT position: Oppose

Vote: 3rd reading Senate – passed 28-22

Status: Died in House Appropriations

SB 315 (Ripley) – Redeine good cause and 
due process in teacher tenure statutes. SB 

315 signiicantly redeined good cause and trun-

cated due process in the termination of  tenured 

teachers. 

MEA-MFT position: Oppose

Votes: 3rd reading Senate – passed 26-24

Recall from House, Senate – failed 21-27 

3rd reading House – failed 40-59

Status: Died in the House

SB 328 (Lewis) Create deined contribution 
plan for PERS. SB 328 abandoned the traditional 

Public Employees Retirement System deined 
beneit retirement plan and created a deined 
contribution plan for new hires only.

MEA-MFT position: Oppose

Votes: 3rd reading Senate – passed 26-24

Status: Died in House State Administration

BILL SPONSOR CREDITS & DEBITS

MEA-MFT credits bill sponsors 10% for each 

good bill sponsored and debits sponsors 10% for 

each bad bill sponsored. 

 

Governor Schweitzer 
wields his veto branding 
iron at the April 1 rally.

Gillian Anderson-Foster 
speaks for all Montana 
children at the April 1 rally, 
shouting, “Courage, not 
cuts!”
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Good House bills sponsored
HB 13 (Hiner)  – see above for description.

HB 75 (McClafferty) Create state funding 

component of  Head Start. MEA-MFT bill. HB 

75 was our second attempt to create an ongo-

ing state revenue stream for Montana’s federally 

funded Head Start programs. 

MEA-MFT position: Support

Status: Died in House Appropriations

HB 266 (Sands) Increase state contribu-

tion to faculty Optional Retirement Plan. 

MEA-MFT bill. HB 266 increased the state’s 

contribution to university system faculty’s de-

ined contribution retirement plan by 1%. We 
have three times introduced bills similar to HB 

266. We succeeded once in the 2007 Legislature.
MEA-MFT position: Support

Status: Died in House State Administration

HB 590 (McClafferty) – Create health insur-

ance pool for k-12 school employees. MEA-

MFT bill. HB 590 was our fourth serious attempt 

to create a statewide health insurance pool for 

k-12 school employees. 

MEA-MFT position: Support

Status: Died in House Appropriations

Bad House bills sponsored
HB 431 (Regier) – see above

HB 604 (Blasdel) – see above

Good Senate bills sponsored
SB 88 (Facey) Increase stipend for National 

Board Certiied teachers. MEA-MFT bill. SB 

88 increased from $3000 to $5000 the statutory 

one-time-only stipend awarded to teachers who 

become National Board Certiied by the National 
Board for Professional Teaching Standards. 

MEA-MFT position: Support

Status: Died in committee 

SB 130 (Wanzenried) Qualify certain k-12 

classiied school employees for unemploy-

ment compensation. MEA-MFT bill. Unlike 

other seasonal workers in Montana, k-12 school 

district classiied employees are NOT eligible to 
collect unemployment insurance beneits during 
months of  actual unemployment. Many of  these 

employees desperately need these beneits to sup-

port themselves and their families. MEA-MFT 

has attempted to correct this situation for years. 

MEA-MFT position: Support

Status: Died in committee

Bad Senate bills sponsored
SB 54 (Bayleat) – see above

SB 129 (Lewis) – see above

SB 315 (Ripley) – see above

SB 328 (Lewis) – see above

Below left: Ironworkers 
were among the many 
trade unionists who 
attended the April 1 rally. 
Right: Firefighter Joe 
Sands of Billings speaks 
at the rally.

Head Start supporter at 
our Feb. 21 rally at the 
capitol.
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Dick Barrett (D) Missoula R R R R R R R R R R R R 12 100% 10% 100%

Bryce Bennett (D) Missoula R R R R R R R R R R R R 12 100% 100%

Carlie Boland (D) Great Falls R R R R R R R R R R R R 12 100% 100%

Virginia Court (D) Billings R R R R R R R R R R R R 12 100% 100%

Robyn Driscoll (D) Billings R R R R R R R R R R R R 12 100% 100%

Timothy Furey (D) Milltown R R R R R R R R R R R R 12 100% 100%

Betsy Hands (D) Missoula R R R R R R R R R R R R 12 100% 100%

Ellie  Hill (D) Missoula R R R R R R R R R R R R 12 100% 100%

Cynthia Hiner (D) Deer Lodge R R R R R R R R R W R R 11 92% 10% 100%

Galen Hollenbaugh (D) Helena R R R R R R R R R R R R 12 100% 10% 100%

Chuck Hunter (D) Helena R R R R R R R R R R R R 12 100% 100%

Sue Malek (D) Missoula R R R R R R R R R R R R 12 100% 100%

Bill McChesney (D) Miles City R R R R R R R R R R R R 12 100% 100%

Edie McClafferty (D) Butte R R R R R R R R R R R R 12 100% 20% 100%

Mary McNally (D) Billings R R R R R R R R R R R R 12 100% 100%

Mike Menahan (D) Helena R R R R R R R R R R R R 12 100% 100%

Jean Price (D) Great Falls R R R R R R R R R R R R 12 100% 100%

Michele Reinhart (D) Missoula R R R R R R R R R R R R 12 100% 100%

Diane Sands (D) Missoula R R R R R R R R R R R R 12 100% 10% 100%

Trudi Schmidt (D) Great Falls R R R R R R R R R R R R 12 100% 100%

Kathy Swanson (D) Anaconda R R R R E E R R R R R R 10 100% 100%

Kathleen Williams (D) Bozeman R R R R R R R R R R R R 12 100% 100%

Franke Wilmer (D) Bozeman R R R R R R R R R R R R 12 100% 100%

Tony Belcourt (D) Box Elder R R R R R R R R R W R R 11 92% 92%

Margie MacDonald (D) Billings R R R R A R R R R R R R 11 92% 92%

Bob Mehlhoff (D) Great Falls R R R R R A R R R R R R 11 92% 92%

Pat Noonan (D) Ramsay R R R R R R R R R W R R 11 92% 92%

Carolyn Pease‐Lopez (D) Billings R R R R R R R R R W R R 11 92% 92%

Jon Sesso (D) Butte R R R R R R R R R W R R 11 92% 92%

Carolyn Squires (D) Missoula R R R R R R R R R W R R 11 92% 92%

Frank Smith (D) Poplar R R R R R R R R R W R R 11 92% 92%

Mike Phillips (D) Bozeman R R R R R R E R R W R R 10 91% 91%

Max Yates (R) Butte R W W R R R W R R W R R 8 73% 73%

Steve Gibson (R) East Helena W W W R R R W R R R R R 8 67% 67%

Steve Lavin (R) Kalispell R W W R R R R R W R W R 8 67% 67%

Liz Bangerter (R) Helena W W W R R R R R W R W R 7 58% 58%

Steve Fitzpatrick (R) Great Falls W W R R R W W R R R W R 7 58% 58%

Duane Ankney (R) Colstrip R W W R R W W R R W W R 6 50% 50%

Harry Klock (R) Harlowton R W W W W R W R R R W R 6 50% 50%

Sterling Small (R) Busby R W W R R W R R W W W R 6 50% 50%

Gordon Hendrick (R) Superior R W W W W R W W R R W R 5 42% 42%

Jesse O'Hara (R) Great Falls R W W W W R W R W R W R 5 42% 42%

Janna Taylor (R) Dayton R W W W W W W R W R W W 3 25% 10% 35%

Elsie Arntzen (R) Billings W W W W W R W R W R W R 4 33% 33%

Pat Connell (R) Conner R W W W W R W R W R W W 4 33% 33%

Rob Cook (R) Brady W W W R W W W R R W W R 4 33% 33%

Mike Miller (R) Helmville R W W R R W W W W W W R 4 33% 33%

Joe Read (R) Ronan R W W W R W W R W R W W 4 33% 33%

Scott Reichner (R) Bigfork R W W W W R W R W R W W 4 33% 33%

Jeffery Welborn (R) Dillon R W W R W W W R W W W R 4 33% 33%

Wendy Warburton (R) Havre W W W W E W W R W R W R 3 27% 27%

2011 House Voting Record
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Bill Beck (R) Whitefish R W W W W W W W W W R R 3 25% 25%

Tom Berry (R) Roundup W W W W W W W R R W W R 3 25% 25%

Kris Hansen (R) Havre W W W W A W W R W R W R 3 25% 25%

Bill Harris (R) Mosby R W W W W W R W W W W R 3 25% 25%

Gary MacLaren (R) Victor R W W W W W A R W R W W 3 25% 25%

Derek Skees (R) Whitefish R W W W W R W W W R W W 3 25% 25%

Walter McNutt (R) Sidney W W W W W W W R R W W R 3 25% 25%

Lila Evans (R) Browing R A A W E W W E W R W E 2 22% 22%

Joanne Blyton (R) Joliet W W W W W W W W W R W R 2 17% 17%

Randy Brodehl (R) Kalispell R W W W W W W W W R W W 2 17% 17%

Christy Clark (R) Choteau W W W W A W W R W W W R 2 17% 17%

Mike Cuffe (R) Eureka R W W W W W W W W W W R 2 17% 17%

Champ Edmunds (R) Missoula W W W W W W W R W W W R 2 17% 17%

Ron Ehli (R) Hamilton R W W W W W W W W W W R 2 17% 17%

Doug Kary (R) Billings W W W W W R W R W W W W 2 17% 17%

Cleve Loney (R) Great Falls R W W W W W W R W W W W 2 17% 17%

Jerry O'Neil (R) Columbia Falls R W W W W W W W W R W W 2 17% 17%

Ken Peterson (R) Billings W W W W W W W R W R W W 2 17% 17%

Matthew Rosendale (R) Glendive W W W W W W W W W R W R 2 17% 17%

Daniel Salomon (R) Ronan R W W W W W W R W A W W 2 17% 17%

Keith Regier (R) Kalispell R W W W W R W W W R W W 3 25% ‐10% 15%

Jerry Bennett (R) Libby W W W W W W W W W R W W 1 8% 8%

John Esp (R) Big Timber W W W W W R W W W W W W 1 8% 8%

Edward Greef (R) Florence R W W W W W W W W W W W 1 8% 8%

Roy Hollandsworth (R) Brady W W W W W W W R W W W W 1 8% 8%

Brian Hoven (R) Great Falls W W W W W W W W W R W W 1 8% 8%

Pat Ingraham (R) Thompson  W W W W W W W W W R W W 1 8% 8%

Dan Kennedy (R) Laurel W W W W W W W W W R W W 1 8% 8%

James Knox (R) Billings W W W W W W W W W R W W 1 8% 8%

Jonathan McNiven (R) Huntley W W W W W W W W W R W W 1 8% 8%

Michael More (R) Gallatin  W W W W W W W W W R W W 1 8% 8%

Ryan Osmundson (R) Buffalo W W W W W R W W W W W W 1 8% 8%

Don Roberts (R) Billings W W W W W W W W W W W R 1 8% 8%

Dan Skattum (R) Livingston W W W W W R W W W W W W 1 8% 8%

Wayne Stahl (R) Saco W W W W W W W W W R W W 1 8% 8%

Gordon Vance (R) Bozeman W W W W W W W W W R W W 1 8% 8%

Mark Blasdel (R) Somers R W W W W R W W W W W W 2 17% ‐10% 7%

Cary Smith (R) Billings W W W W W W W W W W W W 0 0% 0%

Tom Burnett (R) Bozeman W W W W W W W W W W W W 0 0% 0%

Kelly Flynn (R) Townsend W W W W W W W W W W A W 0 0% 0%

Alan Hale (R) Basin W W W W W W W W W W W W 0 0% 0%

David Howard (R) Park City W W W W W W W W W W W W 0 0% 0%

Krayton Kerns (R) Laurel W W W W E W W W W W W W 0 0% 0%

Austin Knudsen (R) Culbertson W W W W W W W W W W W W 0 0% 0%

Tom McGillvray (R) Billings W W W W W W W W W W W W 0 0% 0%

Mike Milburn (R) Cascade W W W W W W W W W E W W 0 0% 0%

Lee Randall (R) Broadus W W W W W W W W W W W W 0 0% 0%

Bob Wagner (R) Harrison W W W W W W W W W W W W 0 0% 0%

Ted Washburn (R) Bozeman W W W W W W W W W W W W 0 0% 0%

Number of MEA‐MFT right votes 59 32 33 42 39 47 35 60 41 56 35 59

2011 House Voting Record
(Continued) 
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2011 Senate Voting Record
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Tom Facey (D) Missoula R R R R R R R R R R R W 11 92% 10% 100%

Larry Jent (D) Bozeman R R R R E R R R R R R W 10 91% 10% 100%

David Wanzenried (D) Missoula R R R R R R R R R R R W 11 92% 10% 100%

Shannon Augare (D) Browning R R R R R R R R R R R W 11 92% 92%

Anders Blewett (D) Great Falls R R R R R R R R R R R W 11 92% 92%

Gary Branae (D) Billings R R R R R R R R R R R W 11 92% 92%

Mary Caferro (D) Helena R R R R R R R R R R R W 11 92% 92%

Ron Erickson (D) Missoula R R R R R R R R R R R W 11 92% 92%

Steve Gallus (D) Butte R R R R R R R R R R R W 11 92% 92%

Kim Gillan (D) Billings R R R R R R R R R R R W 11 92% 92%

Bradley Hamlett (D) Cascade R R R R R R R R R R R W 11 92% 92%

Christine Kaufmann (D) Helena R R R R R R R R R R R W 11 92% 92%

Jim Keane (D) Butte R R R R R R R R R R R W 11 92% 92%

Cliff Larsen (D) Missoula R R R R R R R R R R R W 11 92% 92%

Lynda Moss (D) Billings R R R R R R R R R R R W 11 92% 92%

Sharon Stewart‐Peregoy (D) Crow Agency R R R R R R R R R R R W 11 92% 92%

Mitch Tropila (D) Great Falls R R R R R R R R R R R W 11 92% 92%

Kendall Van Dyk (D) Billings R R R R R R R R R R R W 11 92% 92%

Carol Williams (D) Missoula R R R R R R R R R R R W 11 92% 92%

Jonathan Windy Boy (D) Box Elder R R R R R R R R R R R W 11 92% 92%

Bob Hawks (D) Bozeman R R R R R R R R R W R W 10 83% 83%

Gene Vuckovich (D) Anaconda R R W R R R R R R R R W 10 83% 83%

Alan Olson (R) Roundup E R W R W R W R W W R R 6 55% 55%

Donald Steinbeisser (R) Sidney W W W R W W W W W R R R 4 33% 33%

Ron Arthun (R) Wilsall W R W W W W W W W W R R 3 25% 25%

Debby Barrett (R) Dillon W R W W W W W W W R W R 3 25% 25%

Rowlie Hutton (R) Havre W R W W W W W W W R R W 3 25% 25%

Llew Jones (R) Conrad W R W W W W W W W W R R 3 25% 25%

Carmine Mowbray (R) Polson W R W W W W W W W W R R 3 25% 25%

Terry Murphy (R) Cardwell W W W W W R W W W R W R 3 25% 25%

Jim Shockley (R) Victor W R W W W W W W W W R R 3 25% 25%

Ryan Zinke (R) Whitefish W R R W W W W W W W R W 3 25% 25%

Jason Priest (R) Red Lodge W R W W W W W W W E W R 2 18% 18%

Edward Buttrey (R) Great Falls W R W W W W W W W W R W 2 17% 17%

Greg Hinkle (R) Thompson Falls W W W W W W W W W R W R 2 17% 17%

Verdell Jackson (R) Kalispell W R W W W W W W W W W R 2 17% 17%

Frederick Moore (R) Miles City W R W W W W W W W W W R 2 17% 17%

Jim Peterson (R) Buffalo W R W W W W W W W W R W 2 17% 17%

Bruce Tutvedt (R) Kalispell W R W W W W W W W W R W 2 17% 17%

Jon Sonju (R) Kalispell W R W W W W W W W E W W 1 9% 9%

Taylor Brown (R) Huntley W R W W W W W W W W W W 1 8% 8%

Jeff Essmann (R) Billings W R W W W W W W W W W W 1 8% 8%

Bob Lake (R) Hamilton W W W W W W W W W W R W 1 8% 8%

Chas Vincent (R) Libby W R W W W W W W W W W W 1 8% 8%

Edward Walker (R) Billings W R W W W W W W W W W W 1 8% 8%

Art Wittich (R) Bozeman W R W W W W W W W W W W 1 8% 8%

Rick Ripley (R) Wolf Creek W R W W W W W W W W R W 2 17% ‐10% 7%

Dave Lewis (R) Helena W R W W W W R W W W R W 3 25% ‐20% 5%

Joe Balyeat (R) Bozeman W W W W W W W W W W W R 1 8% ‐10% 0%

John Brenden (R) Scobey W W W W E W W W W W W W 0 0% 0%

Number of MEA‐MFT right votes 22 44 22 24 21 24 23 23 22 26 36 13
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1232 East  S ix th Avenue •  Helena,  MT 59601 •  PH 406.442.4250

Rally photos throughout from Feb. 21, Mar. 4, Apr. 1 rallies at the state capitol and Mar. 19 rally in Columbia Falls.


