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MEA-MFT Voting Record 2013 Legislature

ow did your local legislators do on our issues in the

2013 Montana legislative session? Here’s the report
card. Below you’ll find descriptions of the bills used in the
MEA-MFT voting record. Votes begin on page 4.

The bills

HB = House Bill
SB = Senate Bill
SR = Senate Resolution

HB 13: Kathy Swanson (D-Anaconda)
Short title: State employee pay plan.

MEA-MFT position: Support

HB 13 is the state employee pay plan AFSCME, MEA-
MFT, and MPEA bargained with the governor. After 4
years with no base pay increase, HB 13 as introduced
provided a 5% base pay increase in each year of the
coming biennium. The legislature shaved off 25% of the
total intended appropriation and passed the bill. State
employee unions must now bargain with the governor
how the remainder will be added to state employee pay.

Status: Signed by the Governor

HB 5: Duane Ankney (R- Colstrip)

Short title: Long-range building appropriation
AFL-CIO position: Support

HB 5 is the “cash” up front compromise to the JOBS Bill.
It spends $49 million on projects at Missoula College,

Montana Tech, UM-Western, and Great Falls College.
See HB 14.

Status: Signed by the Governor

HB 14: Gallen Hollenbaugh (D-Helena)

Short title: JOBS bill

MEA-MFT position: Support

HB 14 bonded new and reconstruction projects around
the state, especially at various units of the Montana

University System and Montana Historical Society. See
HB 5.

Status: Died on 3rd reading 57-43 (needed 2/3 vote)

HB 30: Ted Washburn (R-Gallatin Co)

Short title: Eliminate Election Day voter registration
MEA-MFT Position: Oppose

HB 30 eliminated election day voter registration. The

governor vetoed the bill, but SB 405, a legislative refer-
endum, will do the same thing. See SB 405.

Status: Vetoed by the Governor

HB 181: Nancy Ballance (R-Hamilton)

Short title: Authorize school districts to decide the
number and credential of librarians

MEA-MFT position: Oppose

HB 181 was a direct attack on the constitutional author-
ity of the board of public education to generally super-
vise public schools. HB 181 empowered local school
districts to override the board of public education’s
accreditation standards specifying the number and
credentials of public school librarians.

Status: Tabled in Senate Education

HB 213: Steve Fitzpatrick (R-Great Falls)

Short title: Taxpayer funded private and sectarian
school tuition

MEA-MFT position: Oppose
SB 213 created unconstitutional, taxpayer funded tu-
ition tax credits for private and sectarian schools.

Status: Tabled in Senate Education

HB 230: Scott Reichner (R-Bigfork)

Short title: Cut school equalization property tax mills
in half

MEA-MFT position: Oppose

HB 230 cut statewide school equalization property tax
mills in half costing the state $106 million in revenue
and seriously damaging what is left of public school
funding equalization.

Status: Tabled in Senate Tax

HB 239: Carey Smith (R-Billings)

Short title: Require parental pre-approval of student
instruction that might involve issues of human sexuality

(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)

MEA-MFT position: Oppose

HB 239 empowered parents to override school district
authority to adopt and administrators and teachers to
implement curriculum. The bill authorized parents to
“opt-in” before their children could be instructed in any
subject where human sexuality might be discussed. See
HB 423.

Status: Vetoed by the Governor

HB 240: Carey Smith (R-Billings)

Short title: Prohibit the board of regents from adopting
campus gun control policies

MEA-MFT position: Oppose

HB 240 infringed on the constitutional authority of the
board of regents to set policy as it pertains to having
guns on college campuses.

Status: Vetoed by the Governor

HB 315: Austin Knudsen (R-Plentywood)

Short title: Establish taxpayer funded private charter
schools

MEA-MFT Position: Oppose

HB 315 proposed a parallel universe of unconstitu-
tional, taxpayer funded, private-sector, for profit char-
ter schools to compete with existing Montana public
schools.

Status: Died on 3rd reading 49-50

HB 338: Keith Reiger (R-Kalispell)

Short title: Terminate define benefit pensions for all
new public employees

MEA-MFT Position: Oppose

HB 338 mandated all new hires in TRS, PERS, and all
other public employee retirement systems into a state-
wide defined contribution retirement plan, increased
current and future employee contributions, suspended
guaranteed annual benefit adjustments, and created a
bottomless fiscal “black hole” as it orphaned all current
pension plans.

Status: Tabled in committee. Failed motion to take from
the table

HB 357: Kris Hansen (R-Havre)

Short title: Create taxpayer funded private and religious
school vouchers

MEA-MFT position: Oppose

HB 357 authorized parents to divert state ANB (per
pupil) payment provided to a local district to create

for their children a “savings account” to be used by the
parents to pay for private and sectarian education, ac-
credited or not.

Status: Died on 2nd reading 53-47

HB 377: Tom Woods (D-Bozeman)

Short title: Amortize and save TRS as a defined benefit
pension plan

MEA-MFT Position: Support

HB 377 amortizes and saves the Teachers Retirement
System pension plan. See HB 454.

Status: Signed by the Governor

HB 423: Carey Smith (R-Billings)

Short title: Legislative referendum to require parental
approval of student instruction in sex education pro-
grams

MEA-MFT position: Oppose

HB 423 was the referendum version of HB 239. See HB
239.

Status: Died Senate Education

HB 454: Bill McChesney (D-Miles City)

Short title: Amortize and save PERS as a defined benefit
pension plan

MEA-MFT Position: Support

HB 454 amortizes and saves the Public Employees
Retirement System pension plan. Both HB 377 and HB
454 require a shared sacrifice of employer and employee
increases in contributions and reductions in guaranteed
annual benefit adjustments until the systems sufficiently
amortize. See HB 377.

Status: Signed by the Governor

(Continued on page 3)
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(Continued from page 2)

SB 14: Dave Wanzenried (D-Missoula)

Short title: Provide ANB funding for certain students
19 years of age
MEA-MFT position: Support

SB 14 allowed school districts to claim certain 19 year
students for ANB funding.

Status: Tabled in House Education

SB 81: Dave Lewis (R-Helena)

Short title: Provide tax credits to scholarship organiza-
tions

MEA-MFT Position: Oppose

SB 81 proposed an unconstitutional taxpayer funded
scholarship program to pay student tuitions for private
and sectarian schools. SB 81 was one of seven public
school privatization bills introduced in the legislature
and became the first one ever to pass the legislature. In
this voting record, see HB 213, HB 315, and HB 357.

Status: Vetoed by the Governor

SB 175: Llew Jones (R- Conrad)

Short Title: Generally revise public education funding
MEA-MFT Position: Support

SB 175 is the most comprehensive school funding

bill adopted since 1989. It significantly increases state
funding of school districts to permit them to address
inflationary costs, increases in student enrollment, costs
associated with new data driven school accreditation
standards, and impacts of oil and gas development. The
entire public education community, including MEA-
MFT, helped draft and supported the bill.

Status: Signed by Governor

SR 47: Jim Peterson (R-Buffalo)
Short title: Confirm Pat Williams to the board of re-
gents

MEA-MFT position: Support
SR 47 confirmed Pat Williams’ appointment to the
Montana board of regents.

Status: Failed in the Senate.

SB 405: Alan Olson (R-Roundup)

Short title: Legislative referendum to eliminate Election
Day registration

AFL-CIO position: Oppose

SB 405 is the equivalent of HB 30, but in referendum
form. It eliminates election-day registration and voting.

Status: On the 2014 November general election ballot

SB 406: Dee Brown (R-Hungry Horse) Legislative ref-
erendum to terminate TRS and PERS as defined benefit
pension plans

MEA-MFT position: Oppose

SB 406 proposed a legislative referendum to terminate
TRS and PERS as defined benefit pension plans and
mandated all new enrollees into a defined contribution
401k retirement plan.

Status: Tabled in Senate State Administration

SB 408: Alan Olson (R-Roundup) Legislative referen-
dum to provide that no more than two candidates in a
partisan primary race be nominated for general election.

MEA-MFT position: Oppose

SB 408 is a legislative referendum that permits only the
top two primary election candidates — regardless of
party affiliation — to proceed to the general election.
The primary would become a so-called “Jungle Pri-
mary.’

Status: On the 2014 November general election ballot

Voting record guide

R = Right vote according to MEA-MFT position
W = Wrong vote according to MEA-MFT position
A Absent (did not vote), counts as wrong vote
E Excused absence, counts for nothing

Votes begin on p. 4
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Augare Shannon S8 R R R R R R R R R R R R R
Barrett Dick S47 R R R R R R R R R R R R R
Blewett Anders S11 R R R R R R R E E R R R R
Caferro Mary S40 R R R R R R R R R R R R R
Driscoll Robyn S26 R R R R R R R R R R R R R
Facey Tom S48 R R R R R R R R R R R R R
Jent Larry S32 R R R R R R R E E E R R R
Jergeson Greg S17 R R R R R R R R R R R R R
Kaufmann Christine S41 R R R R R R R R R R R R R
Keane Jim S38 R R R R R R R R R R R R R
Larsen Cliff S50 R R R R R R R R R R R R R
Malek Sue S46 R R R R R R R R R R R R R
Phillips Mike S33 R R R R R R R R R R R R R
Sesso Jon S37 R R R R R R R R R R R R R
Stewart-Peregoy  Sharon S21 R R R R R R R R R R R R R
Tropila Mitch S12 R R R R R R R R R R R R R
Van Dyk Kendall S25 R R R R R R R R R R R R R
Vuckovich Gene S43 R R R R R R R R R R R R R
Wanzenried David S49 R R R R R R R R R R E R E
Hamlett Bradley S10 R R R R W R R R R R R R R
Windy Boy Jonathan S16 R R W R R R R R R R R R R
Tutvedt Bruce S3 R WR R WR R R WIR W R W
Peterson Jim S15 R WE WIR R R R WIR WR W
Jones Llew S14 R WR W WR R R WR W R W
Olson Alan S23 R WR W WU R R R WR W R W
Ripley Rick S9 R WR W WU R R R WR W R W
Arthun Ron S31 R W W W W R R R WR W R W
Brown Taylor S22 R W W W W R R R W R W R W
Buttrey Edward S13 R W W W W R R R WR W R W
Murphy Terry S39 R W W W W R R W W R W W W
Lewis Dave S42 R W W W W W WIR W R W W W

% of

# of R |# of W |votes Votes

13
13|
11
13|
13
13|
10
13|
13
13|
13
13|
13
13|
13
13|
13
13|
11
12|

Total Right
0 13 100%
0| 13| 100%
0 11 100%
0| 13| 100%
0 13 100%
0| 13| 100%
0 10 100%
0| 13| 100%
0 13 100%
0| 13| 100%
0 13 100%
0| 13| 100%
0 13 100%
0| 13| 100%
0 13 100%
0| 13| 100%
0 13 100%
0| 13| 100%
0 11 100%
1 13] 92%
1 13 92%
5/ 13 62%
5 12 58%
6 13| 54%
6 13 54%
6 13| 54%
7 13 46%
7] 13 46%
7 13 46%
9 13| 31%
10 13 23%

(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)

# of W
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Last Name First Name | District E § N[R|S |82 E § S |9 |9(9
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Vincent Chas S1 W W E W WWWWR R W W W
Arntzen Elsie S27 R W W W W W W W W R W W W
Essmann Jeff S28 R W W W R W W W W W W W W
Barrett Debby S36 R W W W W W W W W W W W W
Boulanger Scott S44 W W W W W W W W W W W R W
Brenden John 518 R W W W W W W W W W W W W
Brown Dee S2 R W W W W W W W W W W W W
Moore Frederick (Eric) S20 W W W W W W W R W W W W W
Thomas Fred S45 R W W W W W W W W W W W W
Fielder Jennifer S7 W W W W W W W W W W W W W
Jackson Verdell S5 W W W W W W W W W W W W W
Priest Jason S30 W W W W W W W W E W W W W
Rosendale Matthew S19 W W W W W W W W W W W W W
Sales Scott S34 W W W W W W W W W W W W W
Sonju Jon sS4 W W W W W W W W W W W W W
Taylor Janna S6 W W W W W W W W W W W W W
Walker Edward S29 W W W W W E E E W W W W W
Webb Roger S24 W W W W W W W E E W W W W
Wittich Art S35 W W W W W W W W W W W W W
# of R 37 21 24 22 22 30 30 29 20 32 20 30 20

113 [29 24 28 28 |19 (19 (17 |26 |17 29 20 |29 |

#of R

#of W
10
11
11|
12
12|
12
12|
12
12|
13
13|
12
13|
13
13|
13
10|
11
13|

% of
Total Right
votes Votes

12| 17%
13 15%
13| 15%
13 8%
13 8%
13 8%
13 8%
13 8%
13 8%
13 0%
13 0%
12 0%
13 0%
13 0%
13 0%
13 0%
10 0%
11 0%
13 0%
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Last Name First Name | District " BERE: 2 lalelo|o(s(e|a(e e @ g ; ; :: g S35 = _:_:o S
Bennett Bryce H2 R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R 18 0 18 100%
Boland Carlie H23 R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R 18 0 18  100%
Brockie Clarena H32 R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R 18 0 18 100%
Calf Boss Ribs  Frosty HI5 R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R 18 0 18  100%
Coffin Douglas H3 R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R 18 0 18 100%
Court Virginia H2 R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R 18 0 18  100%
Curtis Amanda H7%6 R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R 18 0 18 100%
Dudik Kimberly ' H9 R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R 18 0 18  100%
Eck Jennifer ~ H8 R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R 18 0 18 100%
Gursky Jenifer H8 R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R 18 0 18  100%
Hill Ellie H4 R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R 18 0 18 100%
Hollenbaugh  Galen H81 R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R 18 0 18  100%
Hunter Chuck H79 R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R 18 0 18 100%
Jacobson Tom H5 R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R 18 0 18  100%
Lieser Ed H4 R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R 18 0 18 100%
Lynch Ryan H74 R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R 18 0 18  100%
MacDonald Margie H4 R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R 18 0 18 100%
McCarthy Kelly Hs1 R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R 18 0 18  100%
McChesney Bill H40 R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R 18 0 18 100%
McClafferty Edie H5 R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R 18 0 18  100%
McNally Mary H49 R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R 18 0 18 100%
Mehlhoff Robert H6 R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R 18 0 18  100%
Neill Reilly H2 R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R 18 0 18 100%
Noonan Pat H3 R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R 18 0 18  100%
Pease-Lopez Carolyn H42 R R E R R E R R R R R R R R R R R R 16 O 16 100%
Peppers Rae H44 R R R E R R R R R R R R R R R R R R 17 0 17  100%
Pierson Gordon H85 R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R 18 0 18 100%
Pomnichowski  JP H6 R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R 18 0 18  100%
Price Jean H2L R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R 18 0 18 100%
Schreiner Casey H2 R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R 18 0 18  100%
Smith Bridget H33 R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R 18 0 18 100%

(Continued on page 7)
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House Voting Record

(Continued from page 6)
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leroL

100%
100%
100%
100%
100%
100%
100%
100%

16
18
18
17
18
17
18
18
17
18
18
18
18
18
18
17
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18

Mmio #
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80t 4S

Sov as

SLT 9S

T8 as

St aH

€¢v 9H

V8¢ gH

LLE GH

LSE GH

8€€ gH

ST€ gH

6€C gH

0€C aH

€TC gH

T8T gH

0€ gH

T gaH

€T 9H

First Name | District

Last Name

16

H96
H95
H86
H16
H65
H63
H97
H64
H72
H45
H43
H28
H71
H27
H78
H80
H19
H17
H87
H91
H84
H18
H12
H69
H8

Carolyn
Tom

Squires

Steenberg
Swanson
Whitford
Williams
Wilmer

Wilson

Kathy
Lea

17
18|
17
18|
18

Kathleen
Franke
Nancy
Tom

Woods

76%
72%
67%

13 4
13
12|
12
12|
11

W
W
w
w
w

Jeffrey

Tom

Welborn
Berry

R
R
R
R
R
R

w W
w W
w W
w W

R
R
R
R

6

A
w W
w W

Duane
Roy
Ray

Ankney

67%

R
R
R
R

Hollandsworth

Shaw

67%

61%
61%
59%
56%
50%

W W W W W
W W W W W

Rob

Cook

11
10
10

Steve
Liz

Gibson

W
W

W W

R

W W W W

Bangerter
Hagan
Clark

R

R
R
R

Roger

R
R

W W W W W
W W W W W

Christy
Pat

50%

Connell

50%

W W R

R
R

R
R

R W W W

wW W W W W

R
R

w W
w W
R

R
R

Doc

Moore

39%
39%

7 11

w W

R

Mike

Miller

11
7 11

R
R
R
R

W W W W W W

Jesse

O'Hara

39%
33%
28%

W

W W W W W W R

R
W W W W W W W
W W W W W W W

Daniel
Ted

Salomon

12
5 13|
4 14
3 15|

R
R
R
R
R
R
R
R

Washburn
Lavin

w
w W W W

R
R

w W
w W

R
R

w

Steve
Pat

22%
17%
17%
11%
11%
11%

R

H13 wW W W W W W W W
H20 R

H24
H2

Ingraham

R

W W W W W W W W W W W W W W W

Steve

Fitzpatrick
Hoven
Cuffe

Ehli

15
2| 16|

2

W
W

R
A

w W

W W W W W W W W R

W W A
R
R

Brian

W

W wW W W W W W W W W W W A

Mike
Ron

W W W W W W W W W W W W W W W W 16

H88
H68

2 16

W W

R

W W W W W W W W W W W W W W

Kelly

Flynn

(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 8)

s (2[R (R[S (2B [R[(BIRI(F (D |2[R[|8|83|x 2 58 «=£3
; ictpict | || |H |N|N|N ||| ||| [ X “ 28 oo g
Last Name First Name | District o o | 2 lalele|o|s(e|a|ee|as 2 é‘ ; ; : E 55 x _nu_: §
Randall Lee H39 W W W W W W W W W W W W W W W W W W 0 18 18 0%
Regier Keith H5 W W W W W W W W W W W W W W W W W W 0 18 18 0%
Schwaderer ~ Nicholas ~H14 W W W W W W E W W W W W W W W W W W 0 17 17 0%
Smith Cary HS5 W W W W W W W W W W W W W W W W W W 0 18 18 0%
Vance Gordon HE7 W W W W W W W W W W W W W W W W W W 0 18 18 0%
Warburton Wendy H34 W W E E W W W E W W W E W W W W W W 0 14 14 0%
White Kerry HFOO W W W W W W W W W W W W W W W W W W 0 18 18 0%
#of R 67 57 38 44 47 38 41 50 54 53 56 53 49 58 45 58 42 43
#of W 33 43 60 51 52 61 56 49 45 47 44 45 50 42 55 |42 58 57
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1232 East Sixth Avenue * Helena, MT 59601 * www.mea-mft.org




