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Scott T. McCulloch Scholarship

The MFPE Foundation is pleased to announce the creation of the Scott T. McCulloch Scholarship to be awarded, starting in 2025, to public employee members of MFPE who plan to pursue additional education, training, or coaching to enhance their professional and/or leadership skills that directly impact unionism and personal involvement in the political process.

Scott T. McCulloch was a longtime MFPE member who started his career as a member of the Billings Education Association.  As a BEA member Scott took on several leadership roles including BEA President.  In 1993, Scott ran for the Montana legislature and served two terms.  Scott credited his union background, involvement, and training for his ability to run for and win a legislative seat.  

Following his service as BEA President, Scott began a 21 year career as a field consultant with the Montana Federation of Public Employee. Scott excelled in engaging and preparing local union leaders to meet the many demands and expectations of their roles.  He also served as Vice-President of the MFPE staff union, the Montana Staff Organization.  

Tragically, Scott passed away while at work on September 9, 2020.

Thanks to generous contributions from his fellow staff members, colleagues, and friends, the MFPE Foundation is now able to offer this scholarship opportunity.  In Scott’s memory and honor, it is intended to assist union members to pursue advancement and growth to better serve Montana, something Scott never stopped doing throughout his life.  
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Scott T. McCulloch Scholarship 

Scholarship Amount:  Up to $500.  Scholarship awardees must submit itemized receipts for all eligible expenses.   

Eligibility:  Awardees must be current members of MFPE.

Eligible expenses:  Tuition, fees, and travel expenses to pursue additional education, training, or instruction to enhance professional and/or leadership skills that directly impact unionism and personal involvement in the political process.

Application:  Interested members can apply by completing and submitting the application (see below or on-line at _________________) to the MFPE Foundation.  

Application Deadlines:  The MFPE Foundation will award Scott T. McCulloch twice every year and will accept applications according to the following cycle dates:

[bookmark: _Hlk194319008]Summer/Fall Cycle: Applications must be received by the MFPE Foundation no later than 11:59 pm on March 15.  Scholarship awardees to be announced at the MFPE Annual Conference in April.    
  
Winter/Spring Cycle: Applications must be received by the MFPE Foundation no later than 11:59 pm on November 15.    Scholarship awardees to be announced by December 6 (Scott T. McCulloch’s birthday.) 


Scholarship Recipient Expectations:  Awardees will be required to submit a short, 1 page  description of the professional/leadership development coursework or training they attended and how it is impacting their current and future work.  Awardees may be asked to present the same information at an MFPE or MFPE Foundation meeting or conference, at MFPE or MFPE Foundation expense.  
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Scott T. McCulloch Scholarship Application

Name: _______________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ________________________________________

Personal E-mail Address: ________________________________

Cell phone:  ___________________________________________


MFPE Local Name (e.g.  Federation of Public Health and Human Service Employees):

_________________________________________________________________________________________


Please answer the following questions about the class or course of study you intend to pursue if awarded the Scott T. McCulloch Scholarship.  


Title of course or program:  __________________________________________________________________

Provider of course or program (i.e. name of university, college, other entity providing course): 

________________________________________________________________________________________

Total anticipated cost of attendance in course or program, including any related travel and/or course expenses:   

		$_____________________________


	Please provide a breakdown of this total expense:

			Tuition/Fees: 		$___________________

			Travel/lodging:   	$___________________

			Course Materials:	$___________________

			Other:			$___________________  

    	 If “other” expenses listed, please provide short summary of what those expenses will be:

			____________________________________________________

			____________________________________________________

Of this total expense, how much financial assistance are you requesting from the Scott T. McCulloch Scholarship (maximum amount requested is $500)? 
	
    			 $_____________________________________

Do you expect to receive matching or other support from your employer or another to help offset the costs of attendance?  
Select one:
Yes    ______						No ______

 If yes, please indicate how much support you expect to receive from these other sources: $_________________________

Please write and attach a one-page personal statement (double spaced, minimum font size of 10) that details why this course will help you to improve your abilities and/or leadership skills in your occupation or field of work.  Your statement should also address any factors that you believe the selection committee should consider (financial need, recognitions or awards, or opportunities for promotion that may be assisted by course attendance).  

What award cycle are you applying for: 

		______	Summer/Fall (Application must be received by March 15)

		______	Winter/Spring (Application must be received by November 15)

    Agreement and Acknowledgement:

By signing below I understand that I am affirming that the the answers/information contained in the application and personal statement are true and correct.  I understand that my application will be considered and that if awarded, scholarship funds will only be disseminated based on submission of itemized receipts or proof of expenses incurred. I further understand that the MFPE Foundation will require a short, written summary regarding my experience upon its conclusion, and may also ask me to present similar information at a conference, at MFPE Foundation expense.  If asked to present, I agree to make every effort to make myself available in this capacity.


___________________________________________________		__________________________________
Signature								Date 










For MFPE only – other guidelines and suggestions:

Scholarship committee appointed by President of MFPE Foundation, will include a representative of MSO (this was understanding when MSO made financial commitment).  

All members welcome to apply – available to all membership categories except student and retired.

Scholarship committee to meet within at least 2 weeks of application deadlines.

Foundation endowment will provide at least $1000 per year through endowment interest, potentially $1500 -f $2000.  (Total distribution in March of 2026 should be right around $2,000 total, but market changes may bring this down).  At least 2 scholarships shall be given per year with option to fund another based on what the distribution is.  

MFPE cannot take off reinvest status until March, so we can’t give distribution until next spring... Quint as treasurer and fund contact for the MFPE Foundation will have to send e-mail to Cathy Cooney at Montana Community Foundation to start allowing distribution.

I proposed having two cycles a year as this makes it much more feasible that all our employee groups will be able to access funds when they need it.  Not many plan out professional development or attendance on an annual basis – but take advantage of opportunities as they come up – having a couple different cycles will allow them to consider applying for this when the “iron is hot.”  I think that helps – and it also doubles our opportunities to promote the foundation as well as the scholarship.  

My recommendation is to go ahead and start up program this fall for the Winter/Spring cycle with a contribution from MFPE, or MFPE and a couple other folks who might be interested in getting this off the ground now... and then fund a couple more once community foundation distribution comes in for Summer/Fall cycle that could be announced at next year’s Annual Conference.  
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